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A modernised cohesion policy:
Results of the Mid-term Review, 
one year on 
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In only one year, the Mid-Term Review of Cohesion policy has delivered important results, demonstrating 
the capacity of the policy to adapt, anticipate and accelerate:

34.6 billion EUR of Cohesion Policy funds reallocated to EU strategic priorities

25 Member States reallocated funds 

186 programmes proposed amendments, of which 137 regional and 49 national programmes.

	➔ AMOUNTS PER PRIORITY IN BILLION EUR

Competitiveness, supporting SMEs, as well as critical 
technologies and industries, for greater territorial 
development

Defence and dual-use investments, encompassing 
infrastructure robustness, civil preparedness and 
military mobility, as well as cyber-security measures

Affordable and sustainable housing guaranteeing 
the right to stay in the place people call home

Water investments for sustainable resource 
management and long-term resilience

Energy security, with a focus on interconnectors and 
industrial decarbonisation

Reallocation
by Fund 

European
Social Fund+

3.3

European Regional 
Development Fund, Cohesion 

Fund, Just Transition
Fund
31.3



How we did it: the method

Why it worked
	➔ Inclusive method combining shared political objectives, consultation and decentralised 

decision-making

	➔ A voluntary process

	➔ Additional pre-financing, higher co-financing to boost investment in priority areas and speed up 
implementation

	➔ Longer eligibility periods and simplification

	➔ Particular support for the Eastern Border regions

	➔ Easier rules and increased scope for investment in large entreprises

What’s ahead
The flexibilities introduced under this process remain available until the end of the programming period and 
should be used to increase impact and absorption of funds.

The Mid-Term Review is a bridge towards the next programming period: adjusting priorities and speeding up 
implementation by simplifying access to funding.

Building upon the successes of the Mid-Term Review, we keep working to ensure funds reach those who need 
them most and make Europe better equipped to face its current and future challenges.

What we did 
We gave Member States and regions the possibility to reprogram cohesion funds to address emerging priorities.

April 2025

Commission proposes 
the cohesion policy 
mid-term review

September 2025

Council and Parliament 
adopt the legislation by 

urgent procedure

December 2025

Member States submit 
the last amendments

March 2026

Reprogramming results 
available

more than 30 missions on the ground

discussed with all Ministers for Cohesion, 
over 135 Regional Governors and over 
200 Mayors

engaged with the European Parliament

involved the Committee of the Regions

How fast we delivered
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